S

TAT
7

:"?""" Il ""'\"rn—-D “.-‘“'J

) ¥ [RSE

G A=)7

WASHINGTON POST
=t 3 October 1984

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/11 : CIA-RDP90-00845R000100560004-2

Jane’s Produces Mlhtary ‘Bibles’

By Ruth Marcus
Washington Post Staff Writer

Jane’s Publishing Co., the Lon-
don-based firm whose “Jane’s De-
fence Weekly” printed classified
photographs that are now the
subject of espionage charges,
produces a series of books that
serve as semiofficial bibles for
the military. ..

Starting” with the first publi-
cation of Jane's Fighting Ships in
1898 by British journalist Fred
T. Jane, the company has become
the basic source for information
on military hardware. Jane’s now
publishes 14 glossy yearbooks—
from “Jane’s All the World’s Air-
craft” to “Jane’s Weapon Sys-
tems”—filled with photographs
of military equipment and de-
tailed technical specifications.

“As far as we are concerned,
Jane's is cur primary reference
guide that we use in getting the
most accurate information on
navies throughout the world,”
said U.S, Navy Spokesman Lt.

‘Cmdr. Mark Neuhart,
Jane's gleans its information by -

examining public information and
plans, and also through conver-
sations with highly placed mili-
tary sources around the globe,

“They’ve got
sources,” said Lt. Roger Still,
another Navy spokesman. He
said it was “not unique” for a mil-
itary employe to work part-time
for Jane's, as did Samuel Loring
Morison, the civilian naval intel-
ligence analyst charged with sup-
plying classified photographs of a
Soviet aircraft carrier to “Jane’s
Defence Weekly.”

The company branched out
into the news business in January
with that weekly publication,
which covers international de-
fense organizations and industry,
with a focus on intelligence and
hardware.

Norman Polmar, for 10 years

very good

The Washlngmn Post

The issue of Jane’s Defence Weekly in which the classified photos appeared.

the U.S. editor of “Jane’s Fight-
ing Ships” and now editorial rep-
resentative for its aircraft year-
book, said that whether Jane’s
uses classified information “de-
pends on how you classify clas-
sifed information.” He said the
company “certainly” publishes
information about American
weapons that is officially classi-
fied.

“The U.S. government consid-

“ers a lot more information clas-
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sified than does the rest of the
world,” Polmar said.

“It's an easy source to quote,”
said James T. Bush, a retired
U.S. Navy. submarine . captain
who now works for the Center
for Defense Information, which
lobbies against excessive military
expenditures. “If somebody asked
me how deep could your subma-
rine dive, 1 would say, ‘Well, I
can’t say but you can look it up in
Jane’s."”




